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I IHF AND VIERUMAKI JOIN FORCESIN
|CE HOCKEY CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE

The Internationa lce Hockey Federdion, the Finnish Ice Hockey Association and Vierumdki Sports
Inditute have joined forces to creste the Internationd lce Hockey Centre of Excelence, which will
be based a Vieruméki Sports Inditute in Finland.

In connection with the Centre of Excelence, Vieruméki Sports Inditute, a depatment of Haega
Inditute  Polytechnic, organizes intenationa ice hockey coaching education, the Degree
Pragramme in Sports and L e sure Managemertt.

I ITHF CERTIFICATED HOCKEY CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE

The god of the Internationd lce Hockey Centre of Excdlence, located in Heinola 130 km north of
Helsinki, isto combine research and sport devel opment spedifically targeted at ice hockey.

The objectives of the Centre are to continualy develop the game of ice hockey through research and
education. The Centre will dso creste new educationd materids, host internationad conferences,
camps and tournaments, and promote ice hockey awareness.

As an integrd pat of their sudies sudents enrolled in the Degree Programme will be required to
work a the Centre. They will teke part in projects designed by the partners, thereby engbling them
to “lean by doing” in a practicd working environment. They will dso be responsble for providing
research data upon which the I1HF can base decisions regarding the development of our sport.

The fadilities a Vieruméki are of the highes standard and incdlude two indoor ice rinks, a 200 metre
indoor ahletics track, four squash courts, tennis courts, a fully equipped gym, swimming pool, two
golf courses (18 hole and 9 hole) and severa outdoor playing fields.

INTERNATIONAL ICE HOCKEY COACHING DEGREE IN FINLAND

The degree course is a three and a hdf year full time undergraduate programme, and graduates will
receive a Bachdor of Sports and Lesure degree upon graduation.

The course will focus primarily on ice hockey coaching, and the principle objective will be for
sudents to gain an internationdly recognized qudification that will dlow them to work as a head
coach, coach or gports indructor. The am of the programme is to prepae the Sudent for
employment in the competitive sports and leisure indudry. The language of indruction is English,
which will engble the student to work in an internationd environment.



The firg two years of the course studies are based at Vieruméki. The find 18 months consst of on
the-job training, additiond seminars and a work placement, which can be in the sudent's home
country or aoroad. The graduates from this programme will form an dite body of knowledgesble
coaches and managers, educated in the technica, managerid and business agpects of the sport.

I HTHF SUPPORTSAPPLICANTSFROM MEMBER ASSOCIATIONS

Vieuméki Sports Inditute will pay the tuition, but dudents must pay for textbooks and course
materid. Students can live on campus and the Inditute offers a range of accommodation. Students
are responsible for their own equipment and travel expenses.

The IIHF and the Inditute are currently seeking applicants interested in pursuing a career in ice
hockey coaching and with a dedre to be a pat of an exciting new programme. The 2003 intake will
be 15 new students, 7 or 8 of whom will be from abroad.

The IIHF will support the internationd students coming from member naiond asodations, hdping
with their living expenses during the study. The IIHF is dso planning to hep organize the work

placement of sudentsfor thefina 18 months of the course.

The Coeching Committee of the IIHF recommends that the member nationd associations teke
advantage of the benefits of such a programme by having one or two of their hockey coaches atend
this degree programme as students and graduating with a degree in coaching. The programme
provides awinwin combination for the IIHF and the member countries.

ELIGIBILITY

SHection for the programme is bassd on the goplicant's prior educaion, work experience in the
goorts and lesure indudtry, coaching experience especidly in ice hockey, entrance examinaion and
interview. Hligibility for higher education and good command of English ae reguired. After the
preliminary sdection successful applicants will be invited to an entrance examination by letter. The
entrance examindion and interview will be hdd a Vieumdki Sports Inditute in Fnland on 16-17
June 2003

Applications should be sent directly to Vieruméki Sports Inditute’'s Student Affars Office between
April 1 and May 15, 2003.

Further information and application forms.
VIERUMAKI SPORTSINSTITUTE

Urheluopigtontie 373, 19120 Vieruméki, FINLAND.
Phone+358-3-8424 1205  Fax +358-3-8424 1208

E-mail johanna.skytta@vierumaki fi

Application forms ako avallable in the Internet www.vierumaki fi




