








Volume 13 Number 3 June 2009 ICeTImeS /

Ice Times lets the pictures do all the talking

JANUARY 5 - THE GOLDEN LINING: Canada’s U20 APRIL 1,20; Ul;?'g« US-A: T’t';’ Amwfﬂlg
] it [ team continues to be the vision of stability, winning its women ~doubled Up on their Worl
na _/OOk baCk at the EXCIl‘Ing ,and /.7/501-/}/ fifth-straight gold at the World Junior Championship. Women’s titles, winning their second
ma/(/ng 2008-2009 season. Join us in /OO- The Canadians beat Sweden for the second straight straight against North American rival,
. season in the golden game. Another feather in the Canada. The two nations {73‘{3 faced off in
k/ng back the tOp moments from the season Canadian cap was the new attendance record set at every IIHF World Women’s final since the
. the U20 Championship by flawless host city, Ottawa. inception of the championship in 1990.
and see if you remember all the events.

JANUARY 18 - MIGHTY MARTIN: MHC Martin might have lost
their last game at the Continental Cup, but they still took

OCTOBER 1 - IN A NEW YORK MINUTE: The NHL's New York Rangers became home the title and the famous, big, silver plate. FEB_RU_ARY 8 - VANCOUVER OR B|:JST: Th_ree men 'f teams p_u_nch.ed

the first-ever winners of the Victoria Cup after Ryan Callahan scored with 20 seconds their tickets to the 2010 Olympics during the Final Qualification

left in requlation against Metallurg Magnitogorsk’s Andrei Mezin. weekend. Norway, Germany and Latvia earned the berth to the
world’s biggest sporting stage.

NOVEMBER DECEMBER JANUARY FEBRUARY

APRIL 17 - BACK IN THE BIG TIME: Two nations
are ready for the 2009-2010 season to being. Italy
and Kazakhstan won the men’s Division |
Championships and will join the elite group next
May in Germany at the World Championship.

OCTOBER 8 - STARTING ON THE RIGHT FOOT: The Champions Hockey League
had two opening weekends. The first was the Qualification toumament, which
Switzerland's Bern won on September 13 (above). Then came the real opening
game between Finland's Kérpét Oulu and
Germany's Eisbaren Berlin on October 8.

JANUARY 10 - SEEING STARS... AND STRIPES: The American junior women remained the only
nation to win the World Women's U18 gold medal after once again beating Canada in the final game.

FEBRUARY 1 - SKIFING ALONG HAPPILY:

NOVEMBER 9 - CINDERELLA: fﬂg wz:: v xoﬁog‘iosz;mvev:m@;fs JANUARY 28 - ONE STEP AHEAD: Switzerland’s ZSC Zurich Lions became the darlings of the inau-

Slovakia’s women’s team showed Champion’s Cup, knocking. It was the gural Champions Hockey League after earning a berth in the final series against Russia’s Metallurg

that there is still plenty of room for first time th atl a team outside of Magnitogorsk. Few gave the team from the small Alpine nation a chance against the Russian

Miracles on Ice after earning a berth Sweden claimed the crown giants, but the team continued to surprise the critics and silenced all doubters with a 5-0 drubbing

in the 2010 Olympics as the lowest ’ of Metallurg in the final game to win the first-ever CHL title. APRIL 19 - HOME ICE IS NICE: The American U18 team won the nation’s third gold medal at a top
seeded team in Olympic history.

event in 2009. This one was particularfy sweet for the Americans as the medal was won on home ice.
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2008-2009 SEASON IN REVIEW

Rounding out the 2008-2009 season is a look back
at the men’s World Championship in Switzerland...
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SINGING THE PRAISES: The IIHF Trophy is serenaded by the Russian national team while they
sing along to their national anthem at the 2009 World Championship closing ceremony.
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OVERWEIGHT LUGGAGE: /lya Kovalchuk took home
some extra items in his baggage after winning the
MVP trophy (right). He was also the keeper of the cup
in the Russian locker room.

BIRDS OF A FEATHER FLOCK TOGETHER: /t looked
like rush hour in the offensive zone as three French
players got tangled up.

RED, WHITE & BLUE:
USA goaltender Robert
Esche displays his
stars and stripes, but
it was ultimately his
other red, white and
blue commrades that
led to USA’s demise.
The Americans were
ousted in the semi-
finals by  Russia,
where Esche plays in
the regular season
with St. Petersburg.

HE WHO LAUGHS LAST, LAUGHS LONGEST: The Lativans learned that the World
Championship is a marathon not a sprint. Latvia may have upset Sweden 3-2 in the prelimina-
1y round, but the Swedes took home the bronze medal, while Latvia finished in seventh place.

CALGARY, WE HAVE A PROBLEM: Two silvers in two years -
most countries would be thrilled, but then again, most don’t have
to go home to Canada.

SATISFYING THE FANS’ HUNGER: The Hungarian
national team had unparalleled fan support in Kloten.
After a 9-0 loss against Canada, the Hungarian fans
stayed and cheered for their team for 30 minutes after
the players left the ice, prompting the team to return
and salute their thousands of faithful followers.

NUMBER ONE IN OUR HEARTS: No matter which team fans
cheered for, they all rallied around Cooly, the official mascot,
that stole the show in Switzerland.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

IIHF WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

MEN’S

IIHF WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP

2010 GERMANY, Cologne & Mannheim
20M1 SLOVAKIA, Bratislava & Kosice

2012 FINLAND and SWEDEN

2013 SWEDEN and FINLAND

2014 BELARUS

IIHF WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP DIVISION I, Group A
2010 NETHERLANDS, Tilburg

IIHF WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP DIVISION I, Group B
2010 SLOVENIA, Ljubljana

IIHF WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP DIVISION 11, Group A
2010 MEXICO, Mexico City

IIHF WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP DIVISION 11, Group B
2010 ESTONIA, Tallinn

IIHF WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP DIVISION I, Group A
2010 GREECE, Athens

IIHF WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP DIVISION Il, Group B
2010 ARMENIA, Yerevan

WOMEN'S:

IIHF WORLD WOMEN CHAMPIONSHIP

2011 APPLICANTS: TBA

2012 USA

IIHF WORLD WOMEN CHAMPIONSHIP DIVISION |
2011 APPLICANTS: CHINA, Beijing

IIHF WORLD WOMEN CHAMPIONSHIP DIVISION Il
201 APPLICANTS: FRANCE, Cannes or Bordeaux
IIHF WORLD WOMEN CHAMPIONSHIP DIVISION 1lI
2011 APPLICANTS TBA

IIHF WORLD WOMEN CHAMPIONSHIP DIVISION IV
2011 APPLICANTS TBA

IIHF WORLD WOMEN CHAMPIONSHIP DIVISION V
2011 APPLICANTS TBA

IIHF WORLD U18 WOMEN CHAMPIONSHIP

2010 USA, Chicago

IIHF WORLD U18 WOMEN CHAMPIONSHIP DIVISION |
2010 SLOVAKIA

UNDER 20:

IIHF WORLD U20 CHAMPIONSHIP

2010 CANADA, Saskatoon, Regina

2011 USA, Buffalo, Niagara

2012 CANADA, Calgary, Edmonton

2013 APPLICANTS: RUS, SWE

2014 APPLICANTS: CAN

2015 APPLICANTS: USA

IIHF WORLD U20 CHAMPIONSHIP DIVISION I, Group A
2010 FRANCE, TBA

IIHF WORLD U20 CHAMPIONSHIP DIVISION I, Group B
2010 POLAND, TBA

IIHF WORLD U20 CHAMPIONSHIP DIVISION II, Group A
2010 HUNGARY, TBA

IIHF WORLD U20 CHAMPIONSHIP DIVISION II, Group B
2010 ESTONIA, Narva

IIHF WORLD U20 CHAMPIONSHIP DIVISION I

2010 TURKEY, Istanbul

UNDER 18:

IIHF WORLD U18 CHAMPIONSHIP

2010 Minsk, BLR

IIHF WORLD U18 CHAMPIONSHIP DIVISION I, Group A
2010 DENMARK, TBA

IIHF WORLD U18 CHAMPIONSHIP DIVISION I, Group B
2010 POLAND, TBA

IIHF WORLD U18 CHAMPIONSHIP DIVISION II, Group A
2010 ESTONIA, Tallinn

07-23.05.10
30.04-15.05.11
04-20.05.12
TBA

TBA

19.4.-25.4.2010
24.4.-30.4.2010
11.4.-17.4.2010
10.4.-17.4.2010
April 2010, TBD
15.4.- 18.4.2010
TBA

TBA
2.4.-10.4.2011
Apr. 2011

TBA

TBA

TBA
22.3.-28.3.2010
April 2010, TBD
26.12.09-05.01.10
26.12.10-05.01.11
TBA

TBA

TBA
TBA

14.12.- 20.12.2009

14.12.- 20.12.2009

13.12.- 19.12.2009

12.12.-18.12.2009

04.01.-10.01.2010

TBA

TBA

21.3.-27.3.2010

13.3.-19.3.2010

IIHF WORLD U18 CHAMPIONSHIP DIVISION 11, Group B

2010 NETHERLANDS or UKRAINE

IIHF WORLD U18 CHAMPIONSHIP DIVISION IlI, Group A
2010 TURKEY, Erzurum

IIHF WORLD U18 CHAMPIONSHIP DIVISION IlI, Group B
2010 APPLICANTS: TBA

TBA

9.3.-13.3.2010

TBA

OLYMPIC WINTER GAMES

2010 CANADA, Vancouver

12-28.02.10

INLINE HOCKEY WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP

IIHF IN-LINE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP
2009 GERMANY, Ingolstadt
2010 SWEDEN, Karlstad

IIHF IN-LINE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP QUALIFICATION
2010 TBA

6.6.-14.6.2009
28.6.-4.7.2010

TBA

IIHF CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP EVENTS (CHL not included)

2009-2010 IIHF EUROPEAN WOMEN CHAMPIONS CUP (EWCC)

First Round: TBA
Second Round  TBA
Final Round: TBA

2009-2010 IIHF CONTINENTAL CUP
First Round: TBA
Second Round: TBA
Third Round: TBA
Final Round: TBA

TBA
TBA
TBA

25.-27.09.09
23.-25.10.09
27.-29.11.09
TBA

NATIONAL TEAM BREAKS

2009/2010 SEASON:

1st International Break
2nd International Break
3rd International Break
4th International Break-

2010/2011 Season:

1st International Break
2nd International Break
3rd International Break
4th International Break

2011/2012 Season:

1st International Break
2nd International Break
3rd International Break
4th International Break

Aug. 31 - Sept. 6, 2009

Nov.2 - 8, 2009
Dec. 14 - 20, 2009
Feb. 8 -14, 2010

Aug. 30 - Sept. 5, 2010

Nov. 8 - 14,2010
Dec. 13- 19, 2010

February 7 - 13, 2011

Aug- 29 - Sept- 4, 2011

Nov-7-13, 2011
Dec. 12 - 18, 2011
Feb.6- 12,2012

OTHER INTERNATIONAL TOURNAMENTS

WINTER UNIVERSIADE

2011 TURKEY, Erzurum

EUROPEAN YOUTH OLYMPIC WINTER FESTIVAL

2011 CZECH REPUBLIC, Liberec
CONGRESSES

IIHF SEMI-ANNUAL CONGRESS

2009 TUNISIA, Tunis

2010 SLOVENIA, Portoroz

2011 TURKEY, Istanbul

IIHF ANNUAL CONGRESS

2010 GERMANY, Cologne

2011 SLOVAKIA, Bratislava

IIHF GENERAL CONGRESS

2012 JAPAN, Tokyo
", ﬁ. + l_

27.01-06.02.11

12-19.02.11

17.-19.09.2009
16.9.- 18.9.2010
TBA

20.5.- 23.5.2010
12.5.- 14.5.2011

June 2012, TBA
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Russia is new king of IIHF World Ranking
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IIHF World Championship fS*USS;a g g 1 g g g:; 13 E r n in N H I_ d Wn
. weden -
Wl The close of this year's men’s and women's World  place back when the World Ranking was started in 2004 fr Zmrirly(lgf:ds.vgﬂgﬁLAND April 24 - May 10 United States 52 0 2 1 1918 8 u Opea S 0
Championsh_ips also b_roug_ht new leaders to both IIHF  and is now the _king with 3200 points, 40 more than Belarus - Canada 16 (0-2,0-0, 1-4) ;;\j\:i‘;lzaerland g 1 f ? ; ;511‘; Zi MW Despite the fact that there was a slight increase in the num-
World Rankings. Russia climbed its way from seventh-  Canada, which slipped to second place. Slovakia - Hungary 43 (1-0,2-1,1-2) France 5000 5 8-27 0 ber of European players in the NHL this past season, the per-
Slovakia - Belarus 1-2 (0-0, 0-2, 1-0) Ps centage dropped for the seventh strgight year. Some 243
2009 MENS WORLD RANKING HE On the women'’s side, the United States finds itself on Canada - Hungary 90  (4-0,2-0,3-0) Qualifying Round - Group F Europeans played at least one game during the 2008-09 regular
Rank Poi c top of the World Ranking for the first time in history after Hungary - Belarus 13 (0-1,1-0,0-2) Belarus - Canada 16 (0-2,0-0,1-4) Sflas'o"' l#’ EY ?f;%g?nggg };)e;f s 242 and way down from the
ank Country oints 08 rank move earning its second consecutive gold medal against W s Canada - Slovakia 73 (3-0, 3-1, 1-2) gomiy R F|I3n||and ?; 58(3) g; ?8 all-time high o in -04.
; : ; ; ‘ - B ovakia - Belarus - -0, 0-2, 1-0) PS
1 Russia 3200 2 +1 Cana.da. MUCh_ like the Ru55|an men, the American women'’s iy 'i:'r-—— e L 3 Canada 3300 0 24 9 Czech Republic - Norway 52 (3-0.1-2, 1-0) There were, however, 974 players in the league this past season,
) Canada 3160 1 R lead is slim with 30 points separating the top and second Ak Bars Kazan of Russia’s KHL League Eldanl? ; 1 (1) ? 1 2-1 g 451 Conata - Slovakia 73 (3_0' 31 2 making European representation just 24.9 percent, down from
spots. . ovakia - Finland - Czech Republi R 2 21 14 25.7 last year and well down from 2001-02 when 30.3 percent
- public 43 (1-2, 21, 1-0) y
3 Sweden 3095 3 . - C | u b C h a m I O n S Hungary 3000 3 416 0 Belarus - Norway 32 (0-1.1-1.1-0) OT of NHLers came from Europe.
4 Finland 3050 4 For Canada, the back-to-back silver medal finishes at both Preliminary Round - Group B Canada - Czech Republic 5-1 (3-0, 0-0, 2-1) ) ) .
top events has taken its toll in the nation’s World Ranking Germany - Russia 0-5  (0-3,0-0,0-2) Finland - Slovakia 241 (1-0,0-1,0-0) or The Czechs continue to lead the way with 57 players in the lea-
5 United States 2915 6 +1 domination. Canada is the only nation to hold the top spot Switzerland - France 10 (1-0,0-0, 0-0) Czech Republic - Slovakia 8-0 (40,40, 0-:0) gue, and Sweden is right behind with 54. Finland ranks third
. , , . : ; _ _ 1141 0- i R E 1 1-0 0- with 42 and Russia fourth with 36. Slovakia has 18 players in the
6 Crech R blic 2915 5 1 in both men’s and women's, but without a strong showing Switzerland - Germany 3-2 (1-1,1-1, 0-0) ot Finland - Belarus 1-2 (0-1, 1-0, 0-0) Ps NHL. Ironically th ber of Russians d from 32 |
zech Republic - / i3 - R 1141 1- B K 302, 0- . Ironically, the number of Russians increased from 32 in
P in Vancouver 2010, that bragging right is in danger of Russla - rance 2 G110 Norway - Canada i " (13,02,00 2007-08 des iyte the fact that last year was the start of the new
7 Switzerland 2725 7 0 b . historical f h ) With the conclusion of the 2009 season also Russia - Switzerland 42 (1-2,1-0, 2-0) Belarus - Czech Republic 03 (0-0,0-2, 0-1) p y -
ecoming a mere historical footnote as other nations start , France - Germany 21 (2-1,00,0-0) Slovakia - Norway 32 (2:0,0-1,0-1) 0 KHL, a league that hoped to lure many of its own players home.
8 Belarus 2660 9 +1 to surge ahead. doies i aneezimed) W l7 :ena il e Canada - Finland 34 (12,1-1,1-0) b
Club Champions from around the globe. Look Russia 3 3 00 0 164 9 o W These top five nations represent 85 percent of European
9 Slovakia 2635 8 -1 mE Other big movers and shakers in 2009: The French ~ Pelow to see if your favorite team is among Switzerland 311 0 1 6-6 5 Canada 5 4 0 1 0 2610 13 talent, but 12 other nations were also represented in the league:
) men, who made the Qualification Rouna at World the elite global company: France 3 100 2 4-9 3 Finland 5 2 2 1 0 16-9 11 Germany (8), Switzerland (6), Belarus (4), Denmark (4), Latvia
10 Latvia 2610 11 +1 oV ! Germany 300 1 2 310 1 Czech Republic 5 30 0 2 2011 9 (4), Austria (3), Ukraine (2), France (1), Kazakhstan (1), Lithuania
Championship and moved up four places and Great . ; P -
1 N 2545 12 1 o . . o E . ASIAN LEAGUE: Nippon Paper Cranes - Belarus 5 0 3 0 2 8-13 6 (1), Norway (1), Slovenia (1).
orway + Britain, which had a similar four-point jump. The biggest Preliminary Round - Group C :
' . . ; AUSTRIA: Klagenfurter AC United States - Latvia 4-2 (1-1, 2-1,1-0) Slovakia 5 0 1 2 2 8-21 4 )
12 Germany 2460 10 -2 loser among the top nations was Germany, which slipped ; : Sweden - Austri 1 (3.0, 0-1. 4-0) Norway 5 00 2 3 7-21 2 Tampa Bay leads the way with 15 Europeans, followed by
two spots after a rough 15th-place finish in Bern. BELARUS: Yunost Minsk weden - Austria . bl Detroit (14), Washington (13), Columbus (12), Toronto (11),
13 Denmark 2445 13 0 P g P BELGIUM: HYC Herentals United States - Austria 61 (1-0, 11, 4-0) Relegation Round - Group G Florida (10) Montreal (10), and Phoenix (10). At the low end,
: - , Latvia - Sweden 32 (0-1,2:0,0-1) p 9 P . ' : '
14 France 2325 18 +4 2009 WOM ENS WORLD RAN K| NG BRAZIL: Hipica de Campinas Austria - Latvia 02 (01, 0:0. 0-1) Germany - Denmark 1-3 (1-1, 0-0, 0-2) Anaheim and Calgary had three Europeans each.
Bank Contry  Points  OSrenkmove | | BULGARI Slaia Sof Svein - O £ lonzzsaer e g €0 (103020
15 Italy 2290 14 -1 Rank  Country oints rank move : GIIE) SOk weden - United States : 1,22, 32) 01 Germany - Austria 0-1 (0-0, 0-1, 0-0) The decline of representation is not surprising because the majo-
16 A ) 2985 16 0 1 United States 2960 2 +1 CROATIA: Medvescak Zagreb United States 320 1 0 159 7 Hungary - Denmark 1-5 (1-0, 0-2, 0-3) rity of players who get to the NHL make it through the Entry
ustria CZECH REPUBLIC: Karlovy Vary Sweden 3171 1 0 159 6 Hungary - Germany 12 (1-1,0-1, 0-0) Draft. A decline in Euros drafted has occurred also since 2001.
17 Slovenia 2190 15 2 2 Canada 2930 1 -1 DENMARK: SonderjyskE Vojens Latvia 310 1 1 812 5 Denmark - Austria 5-2 (1-2, 1-0, 3-0) That year 142 of 289 players selected (49.1 percent) were
: ’ Austria 300 0 3 215 0 European. That number has progressively declined, and in 2008
5 i k 3 3 0 0 0 134 9
18 Kazakhstan 2165 19 +1 3 Finland 2785 3 ESTONIA: Tallinn Stars Denmar only 45 of 211 (21.3 percent) came from Europe.
. « imi Austria 320 0 1 9-5 6
) 4 Sweden 2745 4 FINLAND: JYP Jyvaskyld Prellmmar_y Round - Group D )
19 Ukraine 2135 17 -2 FRANCE: Grenoble Norv\;]ay - F"t‘:la"d ) 0-5 EO 3,0-1, 0'1; gﬁ:g:g]y ; é 8 g ; ;’ 1; 3 The rookie numbers for '08-'09 reflect all of the above trends as
5 Switzerland 2630 5 : Czech Republic - Denmarl 5-0 1-0,3-0, 1-0 4 v well. There were 168 players who skated in the NHL for the first
20 Hungary 2130 20 0 i GERMANY: Eishdren Berlin Czech Republic - Norway 5-2 (3-0,1-2,1-0) 2”;7”36& Hungary a:ebre/e_zlyatezi;o 2210 Vlﬁzd;{ff;woz/gﬁ' D'V.lsm;.’ time this past season. Canada led the way with 83 of that num-
21 Japan 1965 22 +1 6 Russia 2610 6 GREAT BRITAIN: Sheffield Steelers Finland i(Denmark 51 51 1,20, 2'0; ote: Germany cannot be relegated as fost of the oria CHAmpIoTSTP- 1 per. and the United States was second with 42.
; . Denmark - Norway 4-5 2-2,1-1,1-1) ot Playoff Round
22 Poland 1940 21 -1 / China 2485 8 + HUNGAR_Y' Allon e w Finland - Czech Republic 43 (1-2,21,1-0) Rus}s,ia - Belarus 43 (0-0,3-3,1-0) QF | mm Of the 10 European countries to develop a rookie this year
23 Lithuania 1810 23 8 Kazakhstan 2475 10 +2 ICELAND: Skautafelag Reykjavikur Finland 3300 0 141 9 Finland - United States 2-3 (0-0,2-3,0-0) QF | Sweden was top with 10 players, Finland had 9. Rounding out
9 Jaan 2465 9 0 INDIA: Ladakh Scouts Czech Republic 3200 1 136 6 Canada - Latvia 4-2 (0-0,3-1,1-1) QF | the numbers were Czech Republic (7), Russia (6), Denmark (2),
24 Netherlands 1755 24 p ISRAEL: HC Hertzliya Norway 301 0 2 744 2 Sweden - Czech Republic 341 (0-0,2-0,1-1) QF | Latvia (2), Slovakia (2), Switzerlland_(Z), Austria (1), Germany (1).
o 10 Germany 2420 7 -3 . Denmark 30 0 1 2 515 1 Russia - United States 3-2 (0-0,2-2,1-0)  SF In all, 42 of 168 (25 percent) first-timers came from Europe.
25 Great Britain 1695 29 +4 ITALY: Bollzano.Foxes . Canada - Sweden 31 (1-0.2:0.0-1) SF . . o
26 Croatia 1675 26 0 11 Norway 2195 14 +3 JAPAN: Seibu Prince Rabbits Qualifying Round - Group E Sweden - United States 42 (0-0,2-1,2-1) B | Of course, if the NHL has 168 rookies coming in it also has about
7 Estoni 1635 25 ) 12 Czech Republic 2180 12 0 KAZAKHSTAN: Barys Astana Switzerland - France -0 (1-0,0-0,0-0) Russia - Canada 21 (1-1,10,000 G thﬁ same nU(rjm.begooof7p(l)e;3y(<j‘rzI movilng _ou;.O (I)ré f;gct,s 173hplay§r;
stonia - . . United States - Latvia 4-2 (1-1, 2-1, 1-0) . . who appeared in -08 did not play in -09. So, where di
. 13 France 2170 11 -2 Ll Llepaj.z-.ls Metalurg§ Russia - France 7-2 (5-1, 1-1, 1-0) Final Ranking ] they go? Well, 28 either retired or did not play (injury, lack of
28 Romania 1605 27 -1 . LITHUANIA: Energija Elektrenai Latvia - Sweden 32 (0-1,2-0,0-1) ps 1. Russia 9. Switzerland club interest, etc.), and the majority (57) played the season in
29 China 1410 28 -1 14 Latvia 2135 13 -1 NETHERLANDS: HYS The Hague Russia - Switzerland 4-2 (1-2,1-0, 2-0) ; E:VZZ‘Z?] :? ’S\"g‘:";;’ the AHL, some players hoping to make it back to the big tent;
. - Uni - -1,2-2, 3- : : others knowing this would be where they'd be playing most of
30 Korea 1395 31 1 15 Slovakia 2040 17 2 NORWAY: Valerenga Oslo weden_ United States e 4 United Staes 12, France ot Kaowing v beplaying
. 16 Italy 1980 15 1 POLAND: Cracovia Krakow Switzerland - Latvia 12 (0_1: 0_0: 1-0) ps 5. Finland _ 13. Denmark
31 Australia 1385 33 42 . ROMANIA: SC Miercurea Ciuc United States - France 62 (2:0,32,10) 6. Czech Republic 14. Austria W As for the European leagues, departing NHL players had two
32 Serbia 1365 30 -2 17 Austria 1875 19 +2 RUSSIA: Ak Bars Kazan France - Latvia 1-7 (0-1,0-2, 1-4) 7 La‘?wa 15. Germany preferences-the KHL and Switzerland. Some 36 players from the
18 PRK K 1775 20 2 . . Russia - United States 41 (3-1,1-0, 0-0) 8. Belarus 16. Hungary NHL in '07-'08 were in the Russian league last year, but what is
33 Belgium 1255 34 +1 orea * SRl Partlzar.I Belgrade Switzerland - Sweden 1-4 (0-1,0-1,1-2) Tournament Directorate Awards unusual is that only eight of that number were Russians
34 Spai 1165 36 ) 19 Denmark 1760 18 -1 SLOVAKIA: HC Kosice Latvia - Russia 16 (0-1,1-3,0-2) Best Goalkeeper:  Andrei Mezin - Belarus "coming home" to their new league. The rest were imports from
pain * - SLOVENIA: Acroni Jesenice Sweden - France 63 (3-0,2:3,1-0) Best Defenseman: ~ Shea Weber - Canada around the hockey world (i.e, North America and Europe).
35 Bulgaria 1160 32 -3 20 Great Britain 1645 23 +3 SPAIN: FC Barcelona United States - Switzerland 34 (0-1,3-1,0-1) o1 Best Forward: llya Kovalchuk - Russia Switzerland attracted 16 players, and most of the remainder
21 Netherlands 1645 21 0 g : PP MVP: Ilya Kovalchuk - Russia went to Sweden, Finland, and Germany.
36 Israel 1070 35 -1 WEDEN: Farjestad Karlsta
37 Iceland 1030 38 41 22 Slovenia 107516 -6 R LAND: s Meet Kuwait: coww - |+ @+ Meet Georgia:
; 23 Australia 890 22 -1 g BB AEREITH " GE A
38 Mexico 1025 37 -1 A 124 I
, UKRAINE: Sokil Kyiv L o i . n
39 NewzZealand 850 39 O 24 Belgium 810 24 0 T TS el vl s L IIHF Member #67 L Visgae, SL IIHF Member #68
40  South Africa 790 42 42 25  Croatia 785 30 45 Population: 2,691,158 AL sme s ol Population: 4,615,807
. gl FIF .
41 Turke 750 21 0 26 Hungary 785 25 -1 Area..1 7,820 sq km ) ] N : :— .a | = Area..69,700 sq km ) )
Yy Location: Middle East, bordering the Persian Gulf, between = o L, iy Location: Southwestern Asia, bordering the Black Sea, bet-
42 Ireland 720 40 ) 27 Korea 760 26 -1 Iraq and Saudi Arabia. Borders with Iraq 240 km, Saudi :"!"_ -:*__-I- F:—i el _|  ween Turkey and Russia. Borders with Armenia 164 km,
28  New Zealand 690 27 1 Arabia 222 km - Eay mRO, T = ==| Azerbaijan 322 km, Russia 723 km, Turkey 252 km
43 DPR Korea 705 44 +1 Capital City: Kuwait b n:m - TRl Conital City: Thilisi
44 Luxembourg 700 43 -1 29 Iceland 685 31 +2 IIHF History: Member from 1985-92 and then expelled due iime {7 i memiat, == Language: Georgian 71% (official), Russian 9%, Armenian
45 Monaolia 515 45 0 30 Romania 685 29 -1 to lack of activity. :_..‘L'_ ¥ .+. R l'l:":l- k. - e I'f 7%, Azeri 6%, other 7%
9 h Afri Climate: Dry desert; intensely hot summers; short, cool winters ey Clee LRLE it 7 Climate: Warm; Mediterranean-like on Black Sea coast
46 Greece 440 46 0 31 South Africa 675 28 -3 Background: Britain oversaw foreign relations for Kuwait {* wesss =~ - e A Background: Georgia was absorbed into the Russian Empire
47 Bosnia and Herz. 150 47 0 32 Estonia 650 32 from 1899 until 1961. Kuwait was overrun by Iraq in 1990. e | KUWA|TL{'._T waice | inthe 19th century. Independent for three years (1918-1921)
’ 33 Turk 600 33 On 23 February 1991 Kuwait was liberated in four days. The | & - following the Russian revolution, it was forcibly incorporated
48 Armenia 70 48 0 urkey Yunost Minsk of Belarus Al-Sabah family has ruled since returning to power in 1991. . dlnkalt ; into the USSR until the Soviet Union dissolved in 1991.
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Paul Kelly -

The most important

man you've never
heard of

By Lucas Aykroyd & Andrew Podnieks

WE Meet Paul Kelly, a man that defines ‘behind the scenes.’ As the execu-
tive director of the NHLPA, nearly every mover and shaker in hockey would
like to steal five minutes of his time, yet he remains anonymous to the ave-
rage fan and tends to stay out of the spotlight. Recently, he addressed the
IIHF Congress during the World Championship and also sat down to answer
a few questions from Ice Times.

Q How do you see hockey growing?

It's important to press into other geographic areas. We'd like to see the sport grow more
in the Far East, China, unusual places like Australia, Israel, maybe South America, the
non-traditional places. We'd like to help promote growth. It will be difficult and will take
a long time, but if we make appearances, televise games, we can gain a foothold. There
are a number of tensions we have to get through, but the IIHF can take a leadership role.
René Fasel has done an effective job doing that, and he has to keep doing that. | think
the Olympics are a big part of that. There is no bigger event to expose our sport to non-
traditional countries. In the United States following the Miracle on Ice in 1980, there was
a spurt in hockey, and we hope Vancouver will do the same.

So if the players want to go to Sochi, how do you get the NHL on board?

Between now and Sochi, our Collective Bargaining Agreement comes to an end, and "\yicKED SMART:

NHLPA Executive Director Paul Kelly as picked up the pieces after the

another one has to be put in place, so there will be a window of opportunity to negotiate vy jockout. The Boston native, and lawyer, has proven to be well versed on both intemational

terms, and one of the items will clearly be the Olympics, and not just Sochi, but beyond.

and league issues and recently attended the World Championship in Switzerland.

Maybe the new CBA won't have provision to go to the Olympics, or, more likely, we will con-
vince the NHL that this is the way to go and it will be written into the CBA. I've spoken to
many owners and general managers who want to go to the Olympics. But there are people, for
very legitimate reasons, who say that to take a break in a critical part of the NHL season for two
weeks is not good business. That said, the Olympics are such an important vehicle to promote
the game and the sport that it shouldn't be a substantial issue to overcome.

Is there something we can learn from soccer where the World Cup isn't vie-
wed as competition to pro leagues but something that is complementary?
We strongly support the regular, periodic playing of a World Cup of Hockey. Somehow we need
to blend the three big events, the Olympics, the World Championship, the World Cup, and do
it in a way that is good for hockey. You can over-saturate the market. | think holding the World
Championship in an Olympic year is probably too much. It makes more sense if we hold it
every two years and not overlap with the Olympics. I'd like to see it so that every year there is
one major event. I'm a proponent of breaking the NHL season every year for two weeks, every
February. One year we should do the Olympics, one year we should do something special for
hockey, hold a worldwide youth tournament, a hockey summit, then the World Cup, maybe in
Europe one year and North America the next. That said, the NHL doesn't share my view right
now. Everybody's got to give a little for the greater good.

One of the issues we're seeing become more important is insurance because play-
er contracts are so large now. What are your views about handling this?

That is a difficult issue. We don't support putting restraints on contracts. We believe there
should be maximum flexibility by NHL general managers to sign guys to long-term con-
tracts. If you have Alexander Ovechkin, you want him to be part of your team for as long
as you can. He has single-handedly grown the sport in Washington and the eastern United
States. So, if the Capitals want to sign him to a long-term deal, God bless them. That said,
| know insurance companies won't insure past a certain number of years, six years, and
when you get contracts that run into tens of millions of dollars, | understand that is a daun-
ting financial problem. We somehow have to figure out a way to pool our resources so we
can come at it from a position of strength and self-insure.

There are always some players in the NHL who are eligible for the World U20s,
but clubs won't release them. Is there interest among the players to include a
clause in the next CBA to allow these players to go if they so desire?

| tracked that closely this year because | knew a lot of the young players who were play-
ing for NHL teams had played successfully in the World Juniors. | can tell you that once

those guys cross that threshold and are playing for the Toronto Maple Leafs or whatever,
that their focus is playing for their NHL team. | don't think they would have liked to be pul-
led out of that environment and gone to the World Juniors for three weeks.

One thing that the IIHF wants, and that you aren't in favour of, is extending
the two-year period for signing drafted European players to four years. Why
are you opposed to this?

We believe that players should be treated equally, regardless of what country they're from.
We don't see a reason why Russian and European players should be treated differently
than North American players and be exposed to a larger signing window. | have heard the
argument that players from some European countries are believed to mature later than
their North American counterparts. | don't know if that is accurate or not. We're for fair-
ness across the board. Getting the signing window to two years was the product of long,
detailed negotiations. It's fully supported by our membership.

If a NHLer signs with a KHL club, for instance, are you happy for the player?
Or is the PA only intended for active NHL players under contract?

We represent players, so any time a player can end up in a situation that's good for him
and his family, we're happy for him. If Jaromir Jagr, at the end of his career, is able to get
a contract that pays him handsomely to play hockey in the KHL, we're fine with that. |
don't think there are a large number of NHLers who would consider playing in the KHL. |
think it would be difficult for many guys from the U.S. or Canada to play in any other city
than Moscow or St. Petersburg. Yes, there'll be three or four or five guys every year, and
that's fine. We wish them well. | understand Richard Zednik, who played for Florida last
year, has committed to the KHL. He's opened up a spot for another young guy to come in
and take his NHL role.

What about the Victoria Cup? How do you see this event evolving?

We hope it stays as it is. The NHLPA strongly supports the CHL. We think it's good for hoc-
key. I know the NHL strongly supports it as well. My understanding is that the NHL had a
chance to show its financial support to the CHL. We're not in a position as a union to do
that, but if we can show support to the CHL and European hockey by having one of our
NHL teams participate in the Victoria Cup, then that's something we'll do. Finding one of
our stronger, high-profile teams, like the Rangers last year or the Blackhawks this year, to
represent the NHL is a good balance. It makes for exciting hockey. ﬁ




